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SUBJECT: AIR INVENTORY, PLANNING AND OPERATIONS EROM WATTAY 

REF: A VIENTIANE 0289 NOTAL, B VIENTIANE 0258 NOTAL, 

C 77 VIENTIANE 1370 

1 . A RELIABLE LAO SOURCE TOLD US APRIL 21 THAT THERE 
WERE CURRENTLY EIGHT MIG-21'S BASED AT WATTAY. TWO OF 
THE MIG'S WERE TWIN SLATER PLANES. SOURCE KNEW OE NO 
OTHER MIG'S BASED IN LAOS. 

2. HE SAID THAT LAO, INCLUDING EORMER REG PILOTS, WERE 
ELYING MIG'S AND THAT RECENTLY, SOVIET PERSONNEL HAD 
BEGUN GIVING NIGHT ELYING TRAINING TO SOME LAO PILOTS, 

THOUGH NOT NECESSARILY ON MIGS. THE SOURCE SAID THAT THE RLG 

PILOTS WERE EAR SUPERIOR TO THEIR PATHET LAO 
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COUNTERPARTS DESPITE EXTENSIVE TRAINING PROVIDED TO THE PL 
PILOTS BY THE SOVIETS IN THE USSR. 

3. HE SAID THAT SIX ANTONOV 2'S WERE DELIVERED TO 
WATTAY BY THE SOVIETS DURING THE THIRD WEEK OE APRIL. 

4. THE SOURCE SAID THAT THE SOVIETS AND LAO WERE 
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ATTEMPTING TO CONVERT AMERICAN "SPOOKIES" (C-47'S) INTO 
GUNSHIPS BY MOUNTING ON THE PLANES A MAGAZINE LED MULTI- 
BARREL WEAPON THAT USED AN EXTERNAL POWER SOURCE, POSSI- 
BLY A LITHIUM BATTERY, WHICH THE LPDR WAS ATTEMPTING TO 
OBTAIN IN HONG KONG. SOURCE NOTED THAT THE LAO HAD A 
SIZEABLE STOCK OE AMMO EOR THESE AMERICAN WEAPONS. 

5. THE SOURCE NOTED THAT SINCE LATE MARCH IT HAD BEEN 
NECESSARY TO PRODUCE AN IDENTITY DOCUMENT BEFORE ENTER- 
ING THE MILITARY PORTION OP WATTAY AIRPORT. 

6. COMMENT; THIS REPORT OP EIGHT MIG’S AT WATTAY 
WOULD APPEAR TO LEND CREDENCE TO REPORTS TO TWO MIG 
CRASHES (REPTELS A AND B) BASED ON AN ORIGINAL COUNT OP 
TEN MIG'S AT WATTAY (REP C). 

7. IT APPEARS UNLIKELY THAT THE SOVIETS AND LAO WOULD 
PERMIT FORMER RLG PILOTS TO PLY ANY OP THE MIG'S ON 
THEIR OWN (PARA 2). WE HAVE NEVER HEARD MIGS OVER 
VIENTIANE AT NIGHT, ALTHOUGH THERE WAS A GOOD DEAL OP 
AIR ACTIVITY NEAR WATTAY ON THE EVENING OF APRIL 22. 

THE PLANES DID NOT, HOWEVER, SOUND LIKE MIG'S. 

8. THE EMBASSY HAS NO WAY OP EVALUATING THE INPORMA- 
TION CONTAINED IN PARA 4, BUT INCLUDES IT FYI. 

ROBERTS 
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